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Hello Everyone

I hope you all enjoyed the May rally, it was great to see so many happy smiling faces. I
think the sunshine helped everyone including the ponies have a lovely day.
Please don’t forget that May 31st is our Show Jumping day. So if you haven’t got your
entries in, get moving because they will fill quickly! Then start practicing, because I hear
Monique is planning on building two very tough courses…
I want to thank Mel for helping to organise the rally plans. She is certainly making my job
a lot easier. We have been discussing the Efficiency Certificates
( D,D*,C,C*,K…) and now that the weather is starting to cool down we will be running
more horsemanship classes. So get your books out and start studying. Remember you are
to study at home as well as pony club. If you need a new certificate book please see
Monique or myself at the rally. If we don’t have any in the cupboard we can order you in
one.
I also wanted to remind everyone the new grading request forms will be available to
download from our website soon. But don’t panic, if you forget to download one I will
always have copies at the rally for you to fill in. Just remember they have to be given to
me before 9am on rally day so that I can speak to the instructors regarding the grading. I
would also like riders and parents to read the relevant PCAV grading guidelines. So they
are aware of the expected standards required. I have included the grading guidelines in
this newsletter. So that everyone can refresh his or her memory as to the standards
expected.
I look forward to seeing you all at the June rally. Remember if you aren’t coming please
let me know.
Katrina

michael.labas@bigpond.com

Newsletter Editor
Lee Pama
lee.pama@bigpond,com
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GUIDELINES FOR GRADING

Important Note: This document is designed to assist District Commissioners and Members in
general, to understand the grading process. However, this document is not intended to replace the
current rules. Therefore, this document must be read in conjunction with all of the current PCAV
Rule books which are available from the PCAV.

**PCAV rule books are updated in February each year and should be
re-read for any changes at the time.*
What is Grading?
Grading is based on the ability of the horse and rider as a combination, thereby providing the
opportunity for each combination to compete at a standard commensurate with their ability.
The grading is achieved by assessing the capability of the horse and rider as a combination,
irrespective of the age of the rider or the size of the horse, or the horse's previous grading or
performance. A separate grading is required for each discipline.
A competition is not the place for schooling or instruction.
Grading should only occur when the combination is capable of competing safely, and this applies
to all age groups. Downgrading of combinations is allowed in special cases, and this is at the
discretion of the District Commissioner.
The District Commissioner is responsible for all grading, and this decision shall be final. The grading
may be achieved by one of the following procedures:
(i) If sufficiently experienced, the District Commissioner may grade on their own initiative after
taking into consideration all relevant information such as competitive ability performances.
(ii) Alternatively, the District Commissioner may solicit assistance from a Grading Panel
consisting of Club Instructors, other knowledgeable persons, the Zone Chief Instructor or
their Appointee.
Care should be taken to ensure that parents do not unduly influence the grading of their children.
The combination must have attended two Club Rallies before being graded.
The initial grading must take place at a Rally Day. Re-grading may be done at a time other than on a
Rally Day.
All gradings must be recorded on the rider's current Membership Card and signed by the
District Commissioner.

The Following Must Be Noted When Grading
(a) HORSE TRIALS - Grades range from Grade 1, to Grade 5. Combinations are graded according
to their level of safety and competence in dressage, cross country and show jumping.
(b) SHOW JUMPING (other than in Horse Trials) grades are PA, PB, PC, PD, PE and PF. The
combination needs to be competent enough to negotiate second and third rounds over obstacles
with increased heights and spreads.
NOTE: There that the dimensions for Pony Club Show Jumping differ from those in the Horse
Trials Show Jumping phase.
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(c) DRESSAGE GRADES – Grades range from Grade 1 to Grade 5.
It is often wrongly assumed that no harm is done if a combination is over-faced (i.e. graded
higher than their true competency level) in Dressage. However, it is in the dressage arena that
we see riders losing patience and sometimes tempers, with the horses nervously anticipating
nothing but trouble when the combination is attempting a Test beyond their capability. Refer to
the Dressage rule book for further information.
(d) COMBINED TRAINING GRADES are Grade 1, to Grade 5. Combinations are graded
according to their competence and safety in dressage and show jumping.
It should be noted that there is no relationship between the heights and spreads in the Show
Jumping phase of Horse Trials and those in Pony Club Graded Show Jumping.
(e) COMBINED TEST COMPETITIONS Grade 1 to Grade 5.
Combined Test competitions are conducted under Horse Trials rules and therefore Horse Trials
Grading will apply.
Please read the current PCAV Rule Books for the differences between Show Jumping for
Horse Trials and Pony Club Graded Show Jumping.

Grading Horse Trials
No horse under four (4) years of age is eligible to compete in a Horse Trials. No horse should be
graded until he turns four.
Riders in Horse Trials must be at least eight (8) years of age to be eligible to compete.
The heights and spreads, number of obstacles and speeds which all Pony Clubs must use for
cross country jumps and show jumps in Horse Trials can be found in the PCAV rule books.
The following table refers to the heights and spreads for Horse Trials as of February 2013.
MAXIMUM HEIGHTS AND SPREADS (Cross Country and Show Jumping)
GRADE

MAX Height

MAX Spread at
highest point

Grade 1

1.05m

1.20m

Grade 2

0.90m

0.90m

Grade 3

0.75m

0.65m

Grade 4

0.60m

0.50M

Grade 5

0.45m

0.45m

(a) HORSE TRIALS — DRESSAGE PHASE
The Candidate rides a Test at the appropriate standard from "Dressage for the Pony Club", and
is marked according to the Scale of Marks in the current edition of "Dressage for the Pony
Club". The combination must obtain a score of 50% or more.
(b) HORSE TRIALS — CROSS COUNTRY PHASE
Where possible a cross country course, set at the height and spread suitable for the grade, should
be used. Where a cross country course is not available, the use of show jumps built at some
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distance from each other and resembling as much as possible cross country fences, should be
used. The course need not be full length, but should have at least eight (8) obstacles. Start and
finish markers should be in place. See PCAV Horse Trials Rules for information on Water
Jumps.
The course should be measured, and the Time Allowed established according to the speed for each
grade as shown in "Horse Trials Rules, Combined Training Rules, Guidelines for Show
Jumping Judges and Course Builders".
After walking the course, the candidate then rides it, at the prescribed speed; and should be
judged and scored as per the Cross Country rules as set down in "Horse Trials Rules".
If the combination of horse and rider incurs three (3) disobediences, not only at one obstacle,
but anywhere within the course, then that combination will not be graded, or upgraded. This
means that, for example, if the combination has one disobedience at obstacle 1, another at
obstacle 3, and a further disobedience at obstacle 7, OR all two disobediences at any one
obstacle, then that combination will not be considered suitable for grading, or up-grading.
To be considered for grading, or up-grading, the combination must be able to complete the
course with control, and without difficulty.
(c) HORSE TRIALS — SHOW JUMPING PHASE
A course should be built according to the specifications for the appropriate grade as shown in
"PCAV Horse Trials Rules" i.e. most obstacles at maximum height and spread. The course
need not be full length, but should contain at least six (6) obstacles. Start and finish markers
should be in place; and the course should be measured, and the Time Allowed established.
The candidate then rides the course at the prescribed speed, and is judged and scored as per the
Horse Trials Show Jumping rules as set down in "Horse Trials Rules".
If the combination of horse and rider incurs three (3) disobediences, not only at one obstacle,
but anywhere within the course, then that combination will not be graded, or upgraded. NB
there are no increases in the dimensions on the height of the obstacles as only one round is
jumped.
Horse Trials grading MUST be recorded on the rider's current Membership card.

Grading Combined Training
(a) DRESSAGE — The Candidate rides a Test at the appropriate standard from "Dressage for the
Pony Club", (e.g. Stage 5 for Grade 5) and is marked according to the Scale of Marks in the
current edition of "Dressage for the Pony Club". The combination must obtain a score of 50% or
more.
(b) SHOW JUMPING — a course should be built according to the specifications for the
appropriate grade as stated in the current edition of "Horse Trials Rules, Combined Training
Rules, Guidelines for Show Jumping Judges and Course Builders", page 21. Most of the obstacles
should be at maximum height and spread. The course need not be full length, but it should
contain at least six (6) obstacles.
Start and finish markers should be in place; the course should be measured and the Time Allowed
established.
The Candidate then rides the course at the prescribed speed, and is judged and scored as set down
in the current edition of the PCAV "Horse Trials Rules", Penalties for Show Jumping.
If the combination of horse and rider incurs three (3) disobediences, not only at one obstacle, but
anywhere within the course, then that combination will not be graded or upgraded.
The grading for Combined Training MUST be recorded on the rider's current Membership
Card.
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Guidelines for Pony Club Graded Show Jumping
The heights and spreads which all Pony Clubs must use for Show Jumping competitions are set
down in the current edition of the PCAV publications.
Refer to the current rules for Show Jumping dimensions and the maximum heights and spreads to
be used in the FIRST ROUND of the first event on a day of competition.
The following table refers to the heights as of February 2013
MAXIMUM STARTING HEIGHTS AND SPREADS
GRADE

MAX.
Starting
Height

Max.
MAX.
Finishing Spread
Height

A grade

1.10m

1.25m

1.35m

B Grade

1.00m

1.15m

1.20m

C Grade

0.85m

1.00m

1.05m

D Grade

0.70m

0.85m

0.85m

E Grade

0.55m

0.70m

0.70m

F Grade

0.45m

0.55m

0.55m

PA GRADE — to consist of top combinations that are competing favorably in PB Grade events.
PB GRADE — to consist of combinations showing potential to go to the top, but the horse and/or
the rider are lacking in the necessary experience for PA Grade events.
PC GRADE — to consist of combinations with less ability and experience, but too advanced for PD
Grade.
PD GRADE — to consist of combinations capable of competing in jumping competitions a
maximum height of 85cm.
PE GRADE – for the beginner capable of jumping 70cm
PF GRADE — for the genuine beginner on a small pony.
It must be remembered that the heights and spreads specified for each Grade, are the maximum
heights for the first round of the first event on the day of a competition. After two or three rounds
the combination will be negotiating jumps 15 cm in excess of the maximum starting height. This factor
must be considered when deciding the grading for each combination. If any combination in any grade
consider they would be over-faced in a jump off (i.e. the second and third rounds) they need not
continue.

Suggestions for Grading a Group of Riders for Show Jumping.
A Show Jumping course should be built at the maximum starting height for PF Grade. Start and
finish markers should be in place; the course should be measured and the Time Allowed
established.
Combination obstacles are not recommended for PF or PE Grade. Treble obstacles are
permitted in PA, PB and PC grades only.
All riders wishing to be graded at PF standard must complete the course with control and
without difficulty. The course is then raised 5 cm for the second round, and then raised a
further 5 cm for the third round.
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Only those combinations of horse and rider who complete the second and third rounds in a
manner considered satisfactory will be graded PF. Any combination considered NOT
satisfactory will not be given a grading.
Any combination of horse and rider that appears capable of progressing to the next grade will
be permitted to make the attempt.
The course is then set at the maximum starting height for PE grade, and all riders wishing to be
graded, or upgraded, to PE standard must complete the course with control, and without
difficulty. The course is then raised 7.5 cm for the second round; then raised a further 7.5 cm for
the third round.
Only those combinations completing the second and third rounds in a manner considered
satisfactory will be graded PD. Any Combination aspiring for grading, or up-grading, to that
standard, who appear to be over-faced in the jump-off (second or third rounds) need not
continue, and will remain at the lower grade.
Any combination of horse and rider that appears capable of progressing to the next grade will be
permitted to make the attempt.
The same procedure is followed for all other grades, with any combination of horse and rider that
has been previously graded, starting at the standard at which they are already graded (not above
it), and working up if it is considered they are capable of doing so.
In all cases the need to "hasten slowly" should be strongly advocated. Grading was instigated
to encourage riders and horses to keep jumping, and every effort should be made to encourage
and assist competitors, but it must be understood that organized competitions are not the time or
place for schooling or for instruction, and that a properly graded combination will always give
a good performance.
The grading for Show Jumping MUST be recorded on the rider's current Membership Card.

Re-Grading
Those responsible for grading must be aware of the dangers involved in upgrading before the
combination is ready. The combination must be confident of coping with the required standard.
If it is considered that a combination AT ANY STANDARD, is having difficulty with its present
grading then that combination may be reviewed by the District Commissioner. This may result in
re-grading the combination to a lower grade.
The re-grading for Show Jumping must be recorded on the rider's current Membership Card.
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Guidelines for Grading Dressage
This procedure is for dressage only, and need not be used for Horse Trials Dressage.
It is suggested that conditions for a dressage grading day should, as nearly as possible, resemble those
at a competition day, so the grading can be based on a true assessment of the combinations.
Well before a grading day the following should apply:a) Announce well in advance the date of the grading day.
b) Advise which Tests must be learned from the current PCAV Dressage Rules book.
c) Invite prior applications for grading.
d) It is advisable but not compulsory, that there be two (2) judges for each test so there can be no
recriminations. (Club Instructors may be used as Judges, or outside Judges may be asked to
officiate). Judges should be asked to make as many constructive comments as possible.
e) Prepare sufficient scoring sheets for all tests.
f) Appoint someone to pencil for each judge.
g) A dressage arena of the appropriate size, squared and with the correct markers in place, must
be used.
Each combination of horse and rider will receive an official grading only after the District
Commissioner and the Judges have conferred at the end of the day. If these conditions are
clearly understood by both the Members and Parents then the possibility of discord should be
avoided.

Suggested Methods for Dressage Assessment
(A) When the combination of horse and rider has not been previously graded for Dressage.
ROUND 1
The candidate will ride Test "A" from the Grade in the book Dressage rule book, at which the
Club D.C. and the Club instructor/s consider the combination will be capable. (It is preferable to
err on the conservative side by starting too low, rather than too high). Read the rule book about
dressage grades.
After the completion of the test the judges confer, then both score sheets are handed to the rider,
who must be given plenty of time to study the comments, and note the marks awarded for each
movement.
If a satisfactory score (60% or more) has been achieved, the combination will proceed to Round
2.
If the score is NOT satisfactory (under 60%) the combination will ride the same Test "A" again,
and if improved, and the judge's comments have been acted upon, the combination may be
considered good enough, and be permitted to go on to Round 2.
ROUND 2
The candidate will ride the last test from the same Grade as Test "A" in the first Round (see the
Grades in the Dressage rule book), after which the judges will confer again, and both score sheets
will be handed to the rider to study the comments.
If a satisfactory score is again achieved the combination will be permitted to go on to Round 3.
If the score in Round 2 is NOT satisfactory the combination will ride the test again, and if
improved, may be permitted to go on to Round 3.
If the score is NOT improved at the second attempt, it may be safely assumed that the
combination should remain graded at that Grade.
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If the combination performed two unsatisfactory tests in Round 1 and in Round 2, it should be
considered allowing the combination to perform at a lower Grade.
ROUND 3
The candidate will ride Test "A" from the next Grade up, after which the judges confer, then
hand the score sheets to the rider.
If a reasonable score has been achieved the combination may safely be graded at that Stage.
If the score achieved is not satisfactory, the candidate may be permitted to ride the same test
again, and if improved, and the judge's comments acted upon, the combination may be graded at
that Grade but if there is no improvement that combination should remain graded at a lower
Grade.

(B) When the combination of horse and rider has been previously graded for Dressage, and
wishes to be upgraded.
The candidate should begin in Round 2, and ride the last test in the Grade at which he was
previously graded, after which the judges confer, then hand the score sheets to the rider.
If the score is satisfactory the combination will go on to Round 3.
If the score is not satisfactory, the combination will ride the same test again, and if improved,
and the judge's comments acted upon, the combination may be permitted to go on to Round 3.
If the score is not improved at the second attempt, it may be safely assumed that the
combination should remain graded at that Grade.
ROUND 4
The candidate will ride Test "A" from the next Grade up, after which the judges confer, then
hand the score sheets to the rider.
If a reasonable score has been achieved the combination may be graded at that Grade, but if the
score is not satisfactory, the combination may ride the same test again. If there is improvement
the combination' MAY be upgraded, but if there is no improvement that combination should
remain graded at the lower Grade.
Dressage grading and re-grading must be recorded on the rider's current Membership Card.

Version 2. June 5, 2015

8

Ballan Pony Club Rally Plan.. June 2015..
Clydesdale
Connemara
Arab

Andalusian
Schooling Grade 3-2
Experienced

Schooling Grade 4-3
High Intermediate

Caitlin Webb
Bethany Howe
Nicole Pama

Sarah Crnojacki
Sophie Monaghan

Charlotte Sapsead

Charlotte Labas
Rashid Arab

Schooling Grade 5-4
Intermediate

Jessica Norman
Samara McLeod

Hayley Josephs

Emily McKinnon
Kelsey Josephs

(need’s to do
certificates D,D*)

Brielle Snape

Shetlands

Schooling Grade 5
& Pre Grade 5
Low Intermediate

Annabel Mather
Maggie-Rose
Sapseed

(need’s to do
certificates
D,D*)
Caleb Monaghan

Rhiannon Logan
Isabella Thompson

(Yard)
Not Graded

Lizzie Maver
George Maver
Emily Norman
Tom Norman (absent)
Jessica Wilson
Dakodah Pearce
Mackenzie Conroy

Tristan CurwenKing

Hayley Taylor

Bridget Curwen-King

9.00am

All parents to assist in set up of SJ, Games & Dressage arenas.
P/C cards handed in & Attendance form signed.
Roll call and group placements by DC. (All mounted at front of silver shed)
Followed by Gear check by Instructors.

9.20am

Andalusian
9.30 - 10.40

Clydesdale

Connemara

Arab

Shetland

Gear Check 10 min

Gear Check 10 min

Gear Check 10 min

Gear Check 10 min

Horsemanship
Show Jump
planning
Nick/Mel
1hr 10 min

Horsemanship
Show Jump
planning
Nick/Mel
1hr 10 min

Cross Country

Flat

Gear Check
10.00am start:

Donna
1hr 10 min

Tammy
(Yard2)
1hr 10 min

10.30 –10.50
10.50 – 11.50

Show Jumping

Flat

Cross Country

Nick/Mel
1hr

Nick/Mel
1hr

Tammy
1hr

Donna
1hr

12.00 - 12.40

UNSADDLE FOR LUNCH
LUNCH

12.40 – 12.50

CLUB MEETING

12.50 – 1.00
1.00 – 2.00

Show Jumping

Debbie
50 min

PREPARE FOR NEXT SESSION

Cross Country

Flat

Horsemanship

Show Jumping

Mel
1hr

Tammy
1hr

Monique
1hr

Nick (Yard2)
1hr

2.00 – 2.10
2.10 – 3.10

10.50 – 11.00

Show Jumping

11.50 – 12.00

50 minutes

Break

Committee Meeting
CHANGE OVER BETWEEN CLASSES

10.40 – 10.50

Games
Debbie
(Yard1)

CHANGE OVER BETWEEN CLASSES

Cross
Country
Debbie
1hr
Prepare for next
session
2.00 – 2.10

Flat

Cross Country

Show Jumping

Horsemanship

Horsemanship

Tammy
1hr

Mel
1hr

Nick
1hr

Debbie
1hr

Debbie
1hr

3.15 – 3.30

Pack up of equipment & Pick up cards.
Thankyou and see you all next month.
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Canteen Duty
The winners are:
Howe family, Mather family & Pama family
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY WISHES TO…….

JUNE BIRTHDAYS
Tristan Curwen King
Emily Norman
Meg Kennedy
Charlotte Labas

Please accept apologies if your name has been missed
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